WASHI NGTON, Cct. 5, 2000 -- Delivery delays of the 2000-
2001 influenza vaccine throughout the United States have
activated a priority imunization programin DoD and the
Coast CGuard. DOD officials said the delay stenms fromtwo
factors -- a sl owgrow ng conponent of this year's vaccine
formul ati on and production problens at two of the four
phar maceuti cal conpani es that produce flu vacci ne.

The Joint Preventive Medicine Policy G oup under the

assi stant secretary of defense for health affairs devel oped
the plan, which balances mlitary readiness with the
responsibility to protect DOD s nost vul nerabl e

popul ations. O ficials said DOD and the Coast Guard w ||
del ay organi zed flu vaccination canpaigns until early to

m d- Novenber, pendi ng recei pt of adequate vacci ne suppli es.
They said currently available supplies will be adm nistered
first to operational mlitary personnel, health-care
workers with direct patient contact, and active duty and
non-active duty Defense Enrollnment Eligibility Reporting
System enrol | ees who have high-risk nedical conditions. To
t he extent possible, these groups wll be done

si mul t aneously, they noted. Next in order of priority wll
be mlitary trainees, groups in close contact with high-
risk persons, all other mlitary menbers in priority for
depl oynment, other active duty nmenbers and m ssion-critical
DOD civilians at overseas facilities, and all other
beneficiaries. DOD used about 2.8 mllion doses of flu
vacci ne | ast year to inmmunize all its beneficiaries,
officials estimated. For vaccination details, visit the
TRI CARE Wb site at ww.tricare.osd.m!|. For information
about the vaccine delay, visit the Centers for D sease
Control Wb Site at www cdc.gov. For information about

i nfluenza, visit

www. cdc. gov/ nci dod/ di seases/fl u/fl uvirus. ht m

Flu vaccination priority order is:
1. Forward deployed forces in high-risk areas such as
Sout hwest Asia, Korea, Bosnia and Kosovo.

2. Ship crews under way for two or nore weeks, including
pre-depl oynent under way wor kup peri ods.

3. Special duty personnel who regularly transit nmultiple
geogr aphic areas or otherw se pose particul ar operational
and epidemologic risks, such as airlift aircrews and those
who are depl oyed aboard a ship under way. This may incl ude
pre-depl oynment under way wor kup peri ods.



4. Forces on 24-hour alert status.

5. Mlitary, civilian and volunteers health-care workers
with direct patient contact.

6. Defense Enrollnment Eligibility Reporting System
enrol | ees, whether or not on active duty, with true high-
ri sk medi cal conditions including:

- Persons over 65 years of age enrolled in TRI CARE Seni or
Prinme

at an MIF, or who otherwi se receive the magjority of their
nmedi cal care at the MIF through an identified prinmary care
manager or ongoi ng patient-provider rel ationship.

- Adults and children with chronic disorders of the
pul nonary or
cardi ovascul ar system including asthma

- Adults and children who have required regul ar medi cal

foll owup or hospitalization during the preceding year for
chronic netabolic diseases (including diabetes nellitus),
renal dysfunction, henogl obi nopat hi es, or inmunosuppression
(1 ncludi ng i munosuppressi on caused by nedi cati ons or by
human i nmunodefi ci ency virus).

- Residents of long termcare facilities (where
appl i cabl e).

- Wonren who will be in the second or third trimester of
pregnancy during the influenza season. Pregnant wonen who
have nedi cal conditions that increase their risk for
conplications frominfluenza shoul d be vacci nated,

regardl ess of the stage of pregnancy.

- Children ages 6 Months To 18 years who are receivVving
| ong-term aspirin therapy, and therefore m ght be at risk
for devel oping Reye's syndrone after influenza infection.

7. Trai nee popul ations, including basic and advanced
trai nees, acadeny students and officer trainees.

8. O her groups in close contact wth high-risk persons,
such as enpl oyees in long-termcare facilities, household
menbers (age 6 nonths and ol der) of high-risk patients, and
mlitary training instructors.



9. All other mlitary menbers in priority for deploynent.
10. O her active-duty nenbers (including Guard and Reserve
on active status) and mssion-critical DOD civilians at
overseas facilities up to age 64.

11. Al Oher Beneficiaries up to age 64.



